
SELECT STORY.
From Scribner, for Much.

TliE OLD FOLKS' PARTY.

CONCIX8ION.

Grorge, on the other hand, bad fol-

lowed the hint of hU father' figure in

hia make up, and appeared aaa rubicund
old gentleman, Urge in the waist, bald,

wilh an apoplectic tendency, a wheezy

asthmatic voice and a full white beard.
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The Little Houses on the Telegraph-Pole- s.

Fastened to the lelegrph-pole- s in

New York City there are five hundred
and forty-eig- ht little houses, In each of
which dwell an inviible pirit with
greater powers than the fairy godmother
who made a carrisge for Cinderella out
nf pumpkin and horse out of mice.
They ere built of iron nd pnintad
green, nd look for all the world like
post-offic- e boxes. Indeed, I hsve been
told that honest country folks visiting
the city sometime almost wrench them
to piece with their uoibrlla in trying
tc get their letter in.

Under the eaves of these tittle houses
there is a bit nf glass window, behind
which is a blind with some printing on
it, and the printing sy that a key to
the door may be found at the baker' or
the tailor' or the hoemker' over the
way. But the poseor i forbidden lo
loan it, unless there hsppen to be a fire
in the neighborhood and the spirit is
wanted to goon an errsnd. So, in order
lht w may have a peep within, we will
enlist the services of a friend of mine
who i a city fireman, and who carries a
duplicate key in hi pocket.

When the door i opened, we look in-

to the front room; let u call it the par-
lor, and, like many other parlors, it is
cold and bare. The only furniture is a
little knob projecting from one of the
walls. The bsck room, which the fire-

man opens with another key, is much
more interesting, however; and it ia here
that the wonderful spirit is imprisoned
in a curious-loo- inn litile machine, with
bra l, lever and springs,
which is set in motion by that simple
knoh in front.

He i on duty all the year round.
Pull the knoh, and he will fly like a
flash of lightning over the wire that en-

ters the house from behind, telling the
firemen throughout the city that they
are wanted, and where. Hi nam is
Electricity, and hi house is called a
fire-alar- telegrph-box- . So you will
see that I am writing something more
real than a fsiry-stor- r, although the
fact I have lo relate are about a kind of
giants and dwarfs. Wm. H. Rideing,
St. Nicholas for March.

The Fall of Belknap.

On Thursday, of last week, the coun-

try was startled by the announcement
from Washington that Gen. Belknap,
Secretary of War, had been charged
with disgraceful and criminal conduct
in office; that the charges were backed
up with strong evidence, and that the
high official had confessed hi guilt.
The origin of the investigation which
led to the discovery of thi high officer'
malfeasance, is thu stated in a Wash-
ington di.patch:

"While in search for a house for bis
family in December, Hon. B. B. Lewis,
of Alabama, wa referred toG.O. Arm,
a real estate agent in thi city. During
their search for a house Mr. Arm, in
conversation, stated to Mr. Lewi that
he had formerly belonged to the army,
but was dismissed through the enmity of
Belknap; that if he had the assistance of
a member of Congress he could in sixty
day develop facts that would force Bel-

knap to reign.
"Lewi tendered hi assistance, and

they subsequently had several inter-
views. Lewis being impresw-- d nought
the advice of Randall, who advised that
the fact be brought before Clymer.
Chairman nf the Committee of Expen-
diture in the War Department. Lewis
and Arm aaw Clymer. and the latter
gave a list of witnesses, including
Marsh. Afterward Clymer thought
Arm wa acting in bad faith, a the
Secretary said Arms had prosposed that
if be was restored to the army, ami cer-
tain other condition complied with, he
would drop the matter. Lewi said if
Arms wa aeeking only to levy black-
mail, of course they could have nothing
to do with it, but advised, a Arm had
furnished name of witnesses, that they
be called and examined, which wa
done."

The man Marsh, named in the di
patch, i .the individual who rendered
the damnatory evidence against the Sec-

retary. HU testimony pertain to bis
(Marsh's) appointment by Belknap to
the position of post-trade- r at Fort Sill,
Indian Terri'ory; how it was brought
about, and how much of the profit of
the place wa handed over to the Secre-

tary of War a "consideration" for the
same. Following is his statement:

Q. Were you or not appointed or
tendered an appointment a Post Trader
al Fort Sill, Indian Territory, in the fall
of 1870, by the Secretary of War? If
so, under what circumstances wa said
appointment returned to you? Slate,
also, if yon were coiiiini-sione- d bv the
Secretary a uch Post Trader, or if not
who was so commissioned; and it any
other person than yourself wa so "com-

missioned, give his name and the reasons
why he was commissioned? If any
agreement was made between you and
appointee, state it or produce it if in
writing; and wa such agreement made
with the knowledge of the Secretary of
War, and state the circumstance con

SOMERSET,

and kissed her to a piteous, tender way
feeling as if their heart would bnsk
6r the pity of it. And the young men
were conscious of moisture about the
eyes an they stood looking on.

But Grandma Fellow smiled cheerily,
and said:

"I'm a foolish old woman to cry, and
you mustn't think it is because I want to
be voung again. It's only because I can't
help it."

Perhaps she couldn't have explained
it better.

MISCELLANY.
Frog-- s Bigger than Oxen Mellow

Basic In the Air.
From the Hartford Times.

In a Boston lecture, on Tuesday night,
on the geological eras, Professor San--

horn Tennev spoke of the climate and
life ot the carboniferous age. The cli-

mate wan warm, for the reason that at
that time the Arctic sva wan in tempera,
tore sixty degrees Fahrenheit, even in
winter, if there was any winter at that
time. The highest life then was reptil-
ian, and not of the highest grade. No
birds bnilt their nests in those ancient
forestn, at d man found no shelter there.

The name "triaasic" came from Ger-

many, and han no special significance.
Triassic rock is (bund bn thin continent
in Nova Scotia, New Jersey. It is red
sandstone, its color coming from the
iron in its composition. In the Connec-

ticut vallev it is 3,000 to 5,000 feet in
thicknesn, and it crop oat in the great
Roi-k- Mountain belt and Sierra Neva
da Mountains. Triassic rocks are nsed
for building purposes. The Portland
quarry of red sandstone is triassic, and
brown-aton- e fronts of buildings are of
that kind of rock. In North Carolina
there are extraordinary coal beds in
triassic rock. On the flanks of the Ne-

vada are jurassic and triassic combined
as slate rock, disturbed and broken, and
also veins of gold-bearin- g qnartz. In
1849, when there wan such a rush to the
gold fields, gold was found spread broad-

cast over that section of the country.
The life of the triassic age was includ-
ed in two great groups, gymnnsperms
and acrosgens. In England and on the
continent of Europe the triassic
rock contains fosniliated remains of ma-

rine animals. In the United States, es-

pecially in the Connecticut valley, the
tone contains fossils of land and aquatic

(not sea) animals. In the same valley
are found also those remarkable tracks
of animals of a race long since extinct.
A large number, possibly 10,000, of
these tracks have been found in sand
stone, proving that 200 or 300 different
kinds of animals then existed that do
not now. Tracks were found in Hadley
that were made by animals allied to the
frog, and they mast have been an large
as oxen. Some of these tracks nniuis-taaabl- y

indicate a kind of frog, but hav-

ing a short tail, and he must have been
bigger than an ox. His voice must
have been deep and mellow. Times.
Other tracks belonged to birds twelve or
fourteen feet in height. Geologists were
divided in opinion as to the animals,
whether they were reptiles or birds.
The weight of opinion was in favor of
the former. There were great numbers
of these animals, and they existed
through a long period of time. Dia-

grams of rocks were exhibited showing
the imprint of animal feet. How the
imprints were secured and preserved
was easily explained. When the tide
was out, the bird or reptile left the im-

press of its feet in the compact but
yielding sand. The sun dried the im-

press, and when the tide came in a film
of sand filled into the cavity, and thus
preserved the mold. Thus the exis-

tence of those animals wan made known
millions of years afterwards. A dia-
gram was shown, giving the impress of
rain drop upon Portland sand-ston- e in
the early ages. The highest animal lite
wan the mammalia. A view of a jaw
was shown which gave evidence of the
first mammal on this planet.

The jurassic rock was from
the Jura Mountains, which was compos-
ed of that rock. In Europe, some of
the jurassic called rock might be triassic.
Life in the jurassic age wasexreedingly
abundant, and high as regarded reptile.
In thin period were found most remark-
able molluskn. In the jurassic and
cretaceous period they reached their
highest development, and exhibited
forma wonderful in variety and beauty.
Immense cuttle-fis- h then existed, of
which most excellently preserved speci-
mens had been found. It was known
that when the cuttle-fis- waa pursued,
it emitted an inky substance that cloud-

ed the water and enabled it to escape!
This ink-ba- g has been found embedded
in rock and preserved intact just a it
was 10,000 time 10,000 year ago. In
this period were vertebrates, fishes and
reptile. The display of the latter was
most wonderful. There were three
types, the ichthosaurus, pterodactyl and
megalosaurua. The first were from ten
to forty feet in length, swimming- - with
paddle instead of fins, with eyes ten
inches in diameter, jaws six feet in
length, and very long necks. The sec-

ond type were capable of walking, fly-

ing or crawling, and lived upon the
land. The third class was of immense
size, often forty feet in length, interme-
diate between the monitor and croco-

dile.

Originality.

It is only the shallow critic who mis-

takes the meaning of the phrase original,
and is forever detecting quotation or
plagiarism. There are more parallel
pasnsges. and there i les plagiarism, in
the world than most persons dream of.
The simple fact is, that all truth is one;
whoever has the genius to break through
the ahell of thing and make hi way
into their very center and heart, bring
back the same report as his deep-seein- g

neighbor. The character of the report
varies with the individual; but some-

times it happens to vary little or not at
all from his neighbor's story, and then
comes the unwise critic with h!s charge
of larceny. The Old Cabineot; Scrib-n- rr

for March.

There is a half acknowledged melan-

choly when we stand in the perfected
vigor of our life and feel that time ha
now given a all flowers, and that the
next work of his never idle finger must
be to steal them one by one away.
Hawthorne.

troop were lo be removed from the fort
and he had offered too large a sum, and
before the contract was drawn it wa re.
duced, by agreement, to $12,000 the
seme being payable quarterly, in ad-

vance. When the first remittance ctne
to me ay, probably in No vem ber, 1 870

I sent one-hal- f thereof to Mr. Bel-kn-

either, I presume, by certificate of
deposit or bank note by express. Being
in Washington al a funeral, some weeks
sfler this, I had a conversation with
Mr. Bower to the following purport, a
far a I can now remember, but must
say that just here my memory i exceed
ingly indistinct, and I judge in part
from what follow a to detail from the
conversation. I went up-ta- ir in the
nursery with Mr. Bower, lo ee the ba-

by. I said to her, "Ti.ischild will have
money coming to it before a great
while;" she said, "Ye, the mother gave
the child to me, and told me that the
money coming from yon she must lake
and keep for it." I said "All righl,"and
it seems to me I said that perhaps the
father ought lo be consulted. I say it
seem so, and yet I can give no reason
for it, for a far a I knew, the father
knew nothing of any money transactions
between the mother and myself. I have
a faint recollection of a remark of Mr.
Bower, that if I sent the money to the
father that it belonged to her, and that
she would get it anyway. I certainly
had some understanding then or subse-
quently with her or him, for when the
next payment came due and wan rntid. I
sent one-hal- f thereof to the Secretary of
Wr, and have continued substantially
from that day forward to the present
time to do the same lut. I should av.
one and a half to two year. After the
commencement of these payment I re-
duced the amount lo $0,000 per annum.
The reason of this reduction wa partly
beeaue of the combined complaint on
the part of Evan and hi partner and
partly, so fir as I now remember, in con.
sequence of an article in tr.e newspspers

noui mat lime reflecting on the just-
ice done lo soldier al thi fort, caused
by exorbitant charge made necessary on
the part of the trader bv reason of tl..
payment of thi bonus. To the best of
my knowledge and belief the above is a
true statement of all the fact in the
case, and a complete a I can remember
occurrence of so many year sgo."

"Question by the chairman: Siai hi..
payment were made to the Secretary of
nur auoseqiient to the funeral of hi
then wife, which you uitended in Wash-
ington, in December, 1870 whether
in cash, by check, draft, certificate of
.lepo.it, bonds, or by express or other-
wise.

Answer The money was sent accord-
ing to the instruction of the Secretary
of War sometime in bank notes, by
Adams Express; I think on one or more
occasion by certificate of deposit on the
National Bank of America in New York;
sometimes I have paid him, in New
York, in jierson; except the first pay-
ment, in the fall of 1870, and the last, in
December, 1872, all to be made to the
Secretary in the mode I have stated,
unless, perhaps, on one or two occasions,
at his instances. I bought a Government
bond with the moneys in my hand aris-
ing from the contract with Evans, which
I either sent or handed lo him.

Question by Mr. Blackburn Can you
stale the sum, in the aggregate, "eceived
by you under the contract with Evans,
and what portion thereof you have paid
lo the Secretary of War, Including the
first and last payments, which you have
stated were not pain to him?

Answer I have no memorandum
whatever on which to make answer.
It is a very simple calculation. The first
payment to me by Evan wa made in
the fall of 1870, at the rate of $12,000 a
year. He paid al thai rate about a year
and a half or two years, and since then
al the rate of $0,000 a year. It lid
aggregate about $40,000. one-hal- f of
which I hare disposed of a above ta
ed.

A Wonder In Clatm-JIaklng- r.

An enormous glass cylindrical shade
or cover for a 'tue. which is lo be ex-

hibited at the Centennial, wa recently
made in Somerville, Mas. It wss made
by the following process: A long hol-

low iron lube wa inserted into the pot
of molten glass, and by careful manipu-
lation about seventy five pound of the
latter wa caused to adhere to the lube.
Thi wa then taken lo a wooden mould
of semicircular form, in which it was
rolled a few times by three men, and
thu brought lo a white heat. It was
then taken to a wooden cylinder placed
beneath the floor of the factory, and af-

ter it wa placed therein, the work of
fashioning the cylinder to it proper
proportion was begun, which wa don
by blowing through the iron lube and
into the body of the glass; while at the
same time two men raised and lowered
the glowing cylinder gently but quickly
until it came forth finished, and measur-
ed five feet in height and seventy-tou- r

inches in circumference.

The Evils of Splurging.
Kcw York Letter te Boston Journal.

Men go down among us because they
have no margin for a panic or a reverse.
Men in fair trade put their surplus in a
huge store or an outside speculation, or
in some side issue thai promise fair.
Money is made mainly in small hotels,
mall stores or in a trade that ran be

handled. A heavy book house said yes-

terday, "We can make no money in the
retail trade. The money i made by the
small trader on the Bowery." A man
ha had aorue fame at keeping an eating
bouse. He waa engaged in a small but
profitable restaurant , in the city. He
thought it a good time to spreSd vol.
He assumed a rent of $12,000 a year.
He spent $30,000 in fixing it up and
opening. In two months the Sheriff
was in possession. There ia aa much
money to be made y in a quiet
way a there ever wa. But it must be
mad in a small way and by close atten-

tion.

A French doctor, many years ago, ad-

vertised a cosmetic the "balm of one
thousand flowers." It finally got him
into court, charged with swindling the
purchaser, because il would be impossi-

ble to collect and combine the odor of
"one thousand flowers." But the witty
Frenchman, with a ready smile, put
them down with the reply. "Honey"
which was on of the ingredient ia the
"balm" I

Tavern Signs of the Coloni.il Period.

"W." write from Lancaster to the
Philadelphia Time as follows: A couple
of aged hotel or inn sign are now in the
possession of John Mason, the host of
the White Horse Hotel, in thi county.
The signs in question queaked in front
of their respective hostelrien during the
period that our forefather fought and
bled. The first and most interesting i
a large swinging sign, which now con-tai- u

the word "Waterloo Tavern," and

date "1771." It originally swupg at a
point on the Old Road (then the old

King' Highway) al-o- seventeen mile
from thi city. The building which wa

used as a hotel is still standing, and then
bore the name of the "Three Crowns Ho
tel." The sign, now in the possession of
Mr. Mason, contained three large gilt
crowns, which are still plainly visible
under the outer coat of paint. But such
a manifestation of recoatism wa not
pleasing to the bov who carried the
musket in those day, and a squad, pass-

ing along on a certain day, completely
riddled it wjth bullet, the mark of
which are still plainly apparent in a

mini ber of hole through which the Rev
olminnary lead passed. After this mark
of disapproval the offensive sign was ta-

ken down, and in its place wa substi-

tuted a bnnch of grapes, roughly hewn
or carved from an oak block. This sign
is also in Hr. Maon' possession. The
first mentioned relic, after being removed
from its native place, wa repainted, the
word "Waterloo Tavern" teing placed
over the offensive crowns, and for many
year swung at "Waterloo," a few miles

further down, and now the summer res- -

idence of Nathaniel P. Burt. Eq : of
Philadelphia. Both the relic will be
on exhibition at the Centennial. The
vicinity of White Horse contains a num-

ber of residenee that were erected be-

fore or during the revolutionary period,

the White Horse Hotel probably being

among the oldest. An old lady living
about a mile from thebnildirg informed
me that she han repeatedly heard her
mother speak of seeing Father George
and Lady Washington at this inn. She
says they were on their way to Phila-
delphia from Lancaster, where they nisy
probably have been in attendance on the
Continental Congress, which assembled
here at one time. The residence of ibis
ladv is a building over one hundred
years old, and has been occupied by her
family since its earliest day. This is
no bogus "body guard" story, butcandid
facts, as hundreds who have seen the
signs can attest.

Sketch of the Silver-Min- e Prince.

Washington Correspondence Harttord Time.

"When will Pinch back be admitted?"
has for some time been the question
most asked in and about the galleries of
the Senate; but during the past few day
the question of "Where is Sharon?" ha
taken the lea l. To one who had seen
thi miliionarire Senator only in the

that have been drawn of
him be would not be recognized. He is
very small in stature, slim of build, and
what little hair he ha on the sides of
his almost bald head is in color a mix-

ture between a dun and a gray. His eye
i bright, and he speak nervously and
quick. There i nothing about him that
is prepossessing except hin name, and, a
that is always mixed np with millions,
it possesses aeculiar charm. He look
like a cross between an
French dentist and a civil engineer the
latter predominating. He was bom in

Smilhfield, Ohio, January 7. 1821, mak-

ing him now fifty five years of age. He
studied law with the late Edwin M.
Stanton in St. Louis, but never practic-
ed much, preferring outside work, on
account of his failing health. He went
to California in 1849, and struck the big
bonanza that thousands like him went
there during the gold fever to find, but
found it not. He had a way of caving
his loose penses, until, according to the
prevailing opinion, be i worth about
$6,000,000 though hi wealth i vari-

ously estimated at from $5,000,000 to
$20,000,000.

Unprofitable Malfh-Xakln- g.

A few month ago one Yoncker, in
Hancock county, offered any one $50
who would procure him, or be instru-
mental in procuring him, a wife. Sub-

sequently, a young maned Samuel Wick-ha- m

introduced Yoncker to widow
named Oren, and Yoncker wa so en-

amored of the charm of the lady that
he wooed and won her. A soon as the
two were made one, Wickham demand-
ed a fee of$50 for his service in procur
ing a wife for Yoncker; but the happy
husband refused to pay the money.

Wickham at once commenced legal pro-
ceedings against Yoncker, and had hint
taken before a justice of the Peace; but
the man of thj law decided the case
against the plaintiff, and Wickham did-

n't get a cent for hin labor a match-

maker, and is out of pocket the cost of
the suit. He ha gone out of the g

busine. Sandusky, Ohio,
Register.

A Young Lady's Soliloqny.

Use lrs, aimless, drifting through life
what waa I born for? For somebody'

wife, my mother says. Well, that be-

ing true "somebody" keep himself en-

tirely from view. And if naught but
marriage will settle my fate, I believe I

shall lie in an unsettled state. For
though I'm not ugly pray what woman
is? you might easily find a more beau-

tiful phiz; and those who seek fur per-

fection will seek here in vain. Nay, in
spile of these drawbacks, my heart is
perverse, and I should not feel grateful
for "better or worse," to take the first
booby who graciously came, and offered
me those treasures his home and his
name. I think, then, my chance, of
marriage are smsll, but why should I

think of such chances at all? My broth-

er are all of them younger than I, yet
they thrive in the world, why not let
me try? I knew that in business I am
not an adept, because from such busi-
ness I'm strikingly kept; but thi is the
question that troubles utj mind why
am I not trained up to work of some
kind? Uselessly, aimlessly, drifting
through life, why should I wail to be
somebody' wife.

"It doesn't take me long to make np
my mind, I can tell you!" said a con-
ceited fop. "It's always so where the
stock of material to make up I small,"
quietly remarked a young lady.

Xarrhinx to the) Centennial-Weste- rn

V Hilary Companies to March
t Philadelphia.

The Chicago Journal says: "While
champion pedestrian of both sexes are
tram rung their monotonous rounds for
pay and show, it is pleasing to learn of
one practical and sensible proposition to
exalt the walking mania to a place of
usefulness. This proposition comes from
the City of Green By, Wis., or rather
from the members of a military compa-

ny at that point the Green Bay Light
Guards who are discussing the ques-
tion of a regular march to the Centen-

nial at Philadelphia, a distance of over
one thousand miles. No provision ha
been made by the Legislature of Wiscon-

sin for the transportation of the militia
to the great show, and thin is why the
Green Bay Light Guards have about re-

solved to be soldiers in everything that
the word implies marching to the de-

sired point, purchasing provision and
camping by the way, a well a at the
terminus of their journey, just as the
hardy soldiers nsed to do one hundred
year ago. What better commemoration
could there be of Revolutionary prowess
than thin? What wore fitting way to

frove that the physical strength of the
fathers ha been transmitted to the sons?
None whatever, and by all means let the
Green Bay Light Guard make their
proposed trip across the continent, and
likewise the other local militia of the
weit, and so shall the world see that the
blood and muscle of 1776 is still march-
ing on. What say the Chicago First
Regiment to joining it?"

TheGrand Rapids (Mich.) Eaglesays:
"The Grand Rapids Guard are going to
the Centennial, and will march from
here to the Quaker City. They propose
to travel about twenty miles a day, hence
they will be on the road between forty
and fifty Jay. They will take along
their camping fixtures, utensils and ra-

tions, and will live entirely independent
of the country through which they pas."
The Detroit Post think that to nee these
light guards prancing off gaily twenty
mile a day, each with his camp fixtures
and fifty days' rations on his back, will
be a spectacle to make veteran weep.

The Cincinnati Commercial ban this
account of another marching company:
"The Cincinnati Light Guard, at their
last meeting, decided to march from this
city to Philadelphia, to attend the Cen-

tennial Exposition. The route adopted
is by way of Dayton, Springfield, Co-

lumbus, Zanesville, and Cambridge, O.;
Wheeling, W. Va ; Waynesburg, Union,
town, Somerset, Bedford, Chambersburg.
Gettysburg, York, Lancaster, and West
Chester, Pa., making the distance about
five hundred and sixty-fiv- e miles, and
the time consomed in going, camping at
Philadelphia and returning, about two
months, leaving thin city about the first
of May and returning about the first of
July. The company will take with it
two army wagons and teams, sufficient
provisions, two teamsters, two cooks, a
drum corps, and all the necessary camp
equipage. The men will wear the fa-

tigue uniform, the dress uniform being
carried in the wagons; one change of
clothing; one rubber and one woolen
blanket, overcoat, &c., each.

How gome Ships are Scrnbbed.

It seems that in several place in the
world there are volcanoes under the sea.
Such volcanoes, of course, do iiot send
up volumes of flame and smoke. In-

stead, they pour forth streams of sul-

phurous acid vapor, that mingle with
the (ea-wat- Some of these volcanoes
are situated in bay where ship can safe-
ly ride at anchor,

A is well known, the bottom of many
ships are protected by a covering of cop-
per. This copper, after a time, become
corroded by the action of the r;

a sort of green mold forms,
begin to grow, and even small sea ani-

mals, like the barnacle, build their
shell-hous- e upon it. Of course, all
these things roughen the ship's bottom,
and a the vessel gather more and uiore,
it vails very much slower by reason nf
the great accumulation. Then, if she
happens to be anywhere in the neigh
horhood of one of these submerged vol-

canoes, the captain sails her thither to
te scoured.

Thin scouring process does not require
hands or machinery of any sort. All
that is necessary is that the ship should
lie quietly at anchor where the sulphur-
ous acid vapor, mingling with the sea-wat-

can gently wash her sides and bot-

tom. In a few days, or weeks, a the
case may be, not a weed, not a barnacle,
not a bit of the dark green mold remains,
and the ship can sail off again, her cop-

per bottom as clean and a bright as
when it wa first put on.

I've heard the boy speaking of this
same thing. They read about it in'a book
called,Cosmo, written by one Humboldt.
Some of you may like to look into it.

St. Nicholas for
March.

How to Entertain Guests.

Emerson say: "I pray you, O, excel-

lent wife! not to cumber yonrnelf and me
to get a rich dinner for thi man or wo-

man, who ha alighted at our gate, nor a
bed chamber aiade ready at too great a
cost. These things, if they are curious
in, they can get for a dollar at any vil-

lage. But let this stranger nee if he will,
in your looks, in your action and be ha
vior; your heart and earnestness; your
thought and will, what be cannot buy at
any price at any village or city, and
which he may travel fifty mile, and
dine sparsely, and sleep hard, in order
to behold. Certainly let the board be
spread and the bed be dre.-se- for the
traveler; but lei not the emphasis of hos-

pitality be in these things."

One man ha offered $50,000 for the
"privilege" of sweeping out the Centen-
nial Exhibition buildings, guaranteeing
to pay all his help and to keep the fifty
odd acres of flooring in the buildings
perfectly cleaned. One cannot but ad-

mire the ingenuity and business fore
sight of thi man, a a little calculation
will show that by a very light charge to
each exhibitor for keeping hia apace
clean, and by being permitted to retain
money and valuable found in hi
weeping thi enterprising individual

might make a very good thing out of
the concession, notwithstanding the high
prior. Thi proposition ha not yet been
accepted by the committee, who have
odi doubt a to the propriety of al-

lowing it

"I don' know when I have thought
so much of those days as since I receiv-

ed cards for your golden wedding.
Judge," said Nellie to Henry, soon after.
"TT.iw mnr of those who were present
at your wedding will be present at your
golden wedding do you suppose?"

"Not more than two or three." replied
Henry, "and yet the whole village was

at the wedding."
"Thank God," he said a moment after,

"that nnr friends scatter I fore they die.
Otherwise old people like us would do
nothing but attend funerals during the
last half of our lives. Parting is sad, hnt
I prefer to part from my friends, while

i hey are yet alive, that I may feel it less
when they die. One must manage his
feelings or they will get the belter of
him."

"It is a singular sensation," said
George, "to outlive one's generation.
One bas at times a guilty sense of hav-

ing deserted his comrades. It seems na-

tural enough to outlive any one con-

temporary, but unnatural to survive
them as a mass, a sort of risky thing,
fraught wilh the various vague embar-
rassments and undefined perils threaten
in: one who in out of his proper place.
And yet one doesn't want to die though
convinced he ought to, and that's the
cowardly misery of it."

"Yes,"said Henry, "I had that feeling
pretty strongly when I attended the last
reunion of our alumni, and found not
one survivor within five classes of me. I

waa isolated. Death had got into my
rear and rut me nflf. I felt ashamed and
thoroughly miserable."

Soon, after, tea was served. Frank
vindicated his character as an old beau
by a tottering alacrity in serving the la-

dies, while George and Henry, by virtue
of their more evident infirmity, sat still
and allowed themselves to be served.
One or two declined tea as not agreeing
with them at that hour.

The loquacious herb gave a fresh im-

pulse to the conversation and the party
fell to talking in a broken, ir.terjectory
way of youthful scenes and experiences,
each contributing some reminiscence,
and the others chiming in and adding
scraps, or perhaps confessing their ina-

bility to recall the occurrences.
"What a refinement of cruelty it is,"

said Henry at last, "that makes ever
those experiences which were unpleasant
or indifferent when passing, look so

mockingly beautiful when hopelesly
past."

"Oh, that's not the right way to look

at it, Judge," broke in Grandma Fel
lows, with mild reproof. "Just think
rather how dull life would be looking
forward or backward if past or coming

experiences seemed as uninterested as

they mostly are when right at hand."
"Sweet memories are like moonlight,'

said Jessie, musingly. "They make one
melancholy, howeyer pleasing that may
be. . I don't see why, any more than why
moonlight is so sad spite of its beauty;
but so it it."

The fragile tenure of the sense of per
sonal identity is illustrated by the ease
and completeness with which actors can
put themselves in the place of the char
acters they assume, so that even 'their
instinctive demeanor corresponds 'to the
ideal, and their acting becomes nature.
Such was the experience of the members
of the club. The occupation of their
mind during the week, with the study of
their assumed characters, bad produced
an impression that had been deepened to
an astonishing degree by the striking ef
fect of the accessories of costume and

manner. The long continued effort to
project themselves mentally into the
period of old age was assisted in a start-

ling manner by the illusion of the senses
produced by the decrepit figures, the
sallow and wrinkled fares, and the white
heads of the group.

The acting had become spontaneous.
They were perplexed and bewildered as
to their identity and in a manner carried
away by the illusion their own efforts
had created. In some of the earlier con-

versation of the evening there had been
occasional jests and personalities, but the
talk had now become entirely serious.
The pathos and raelancholly of the re-

trospections in which they were indulg
ing became real. All felt that if it was
acting now, it was but the rehearsal of a
coming reality. I think some of them
were for a little while not clearly con
scious that it was not already reality,
and that their youth was not for ever
vanished. The sense of age was weigh-

ing on them like a nightmare. In very
self-pit-y voices began to tremble and
bosoms heaved with suppressed sobs.

Mary rose and stepped to the piano.
It indicated how fully she had realized
her part, that, as she passed the mirror,
no involuntary start testified to surprise
at the aged figure it reflected. She play-

ed in a minor key an air to the words of
Tennyson's matchless piece of pathos.

"The days that are bo more,"
accompanying herself with a voice rich,
strong, and sweet. By the time she had
finished, the girls were all crying.

Suddenly Henry sprang to his feet,
and, with the strained, uncertain viice
of one waking himself from a nightmare,
cried :

"Thank God, thank God, it is only a
dream," and tore ofi the wig, letting the
brown hair fall about his fore head. In-

stantly all followed his example, and in
a moment the transformation was effect-

ed. Brown, black, and golden hair was
flying free; rosy cheeks were shining
through the powder where handkerchiefs
had been hastily applied, and the bent
and tottering figures of a moment ago
had given place to broad-shoulder-

men aud girls. Henry
caught Jessie around the waist, Frank
Nellie, and George Mary, and with one
of the little girls at the piano, up and
down the room they dashed to the mer-

riest of waltzes in the maddest round
that ever was danced. There wan a reck-

less abandon in their glee, as if the lust
of life, the glow and fire of youth, its
glorious freedom, and its sense of bound-

less wealth, suddenly set free, after long

repression, had intoxicated them with
its strong fumes. It was such a moment
as their life-tim- e would not bring again

It was not till, flushed and panting,
laughing and exhausted, they came to a
pause, that they thought of Grandma
Fellows. She wa crying, and yet smil
ing through her tears.

"Oh, grandma," cried Mary, throw-

ing her arms around ber, and bursting
into tears, "we can can't take yon back
with us. Ob, dear."

And the othet girls cried over her.

vov observe what difficult they are hav- -

ing in finding enough survivors of the
. .,.,, m,k. . resDeetablesouad.

The paper, aT ,hat Dot OTer m duxen Df

rmie, can probahlv be secured,

of the cawg lre thought doubt--

ful at that."
"Is it iKisnible !" said Henry. "And

yet, too, it most he so; but it sonnds
strangely to one who remembers as if it
were yesterday, seeing the grand review

of the Federal armies at Washington,
just after the war. What a host of strong
men was that, and now scarcelv a dozen
left. My friends, we are getting to be

old people. We are almost through with

it."
Henry sat gazing into vacancy over

the tops of hi spectacles, while the old

ladies wiped theirs and sniffed and sigh-

ed a little. Finally, Jessie said:
"Those were heroic days. My little

granddaughters never tire of bearing
stories about them. They are strong

partisans, too. Jessie la fierce little re

bel, and Sam is an uncompromising un-

ionist, only they both agree in denounc-
ing slavery."

"That reminds me," said Frank, smil-

ing, "that our little Frankie came to me
yesterday with a black eye he got for
telling Judge Benson's little boy that
people of his complexion were once
slaves. He had read it in his history,
and appealed to me to know if it wasn't

true."
"I'm not a bit surprised that the little

Benson boy resented the imputation,"
said George, "I really don't believe
that more than half the people would be

certain that slavery ever existed here,
and I'm sure that it rarely occurs to
those who do know it; No doubt that
company of old slaves at the centennial

that is, if they can find enough sur
vivors, will be a valuable historical re-

minder to many."
"Dr. Hayes," said Nellie, "will you

settle a question between Mrs. Hyde
and myself? Were you in C , it was
then only a village, along between 1870
and '80, about forty or fifty years ago?"

"No and yet, come to think let me
see when' did you say ?" replied Frank
doubtfully.

"Between 1870 and '80, as nearly as we
can make out, probably about the mid-

dle of the decade," said Nellie.
"I think I was in C at about that

time. I believe I was a: ill living wilh
my father's family."

"I told vou so," said Nellie to Jessie,
and turning again to Frank, she a.ked:

"Do you remember anything about a

social club there ?"
I do," replied Frank with some ap

pearance of interest. "I recall something
of the sort quite distinctly, though I

suppose I haven't thought of it for twen
ty years. How did you ever hear of it,
Mrs. Hvde?"

Why, I was a member, replied she
briskly, "and so was Mrs. Tyrrell. We
were reminded of it the other day by a
discovery Mrs. Tyrrell made in an old
bureau drawer of a photograph of the
members of the club in a group, taken
probably all of fifty years ago, and yel-
low as you can imagine. There was one
figure that resembled yon. Doctor, as
you might have looked then, ana i
thought too that I recalled you as one of
the members; bi.t Mrs. Tyrrell could
not, and so we ngreed to settle the mat-

ter by appealing to your own recollec
tion."

"Yes, indeed," said Frank, "I now
recall the club very perfectly, and.it
seems to me Governor Towosley was al-

so in it."
Yes, I think I was a member," as

sented George, "though my recollections
are rather hizy."

Mary and Henry, being appealed to
failed to remember anything about the
club, the latter suggesting that probably
it flourished before he came to C .
Jessie was quite sure she recalled Henry,
but the others could not do so with
much pnsitiveness.

I will ask Mrs. Long when I gel
home," said Henry. "She has always
lived at C , and is great for remem
bering dates. Let's see; what time do
you think it waa ?"

"Mrs. Tyrell and I concluded it must
have been between 1873 and 1877," said
Jessie; adding slyly, "for she wss mar
ried in 1877. Mrs. Tyrrell, did you
bring that old photograph with you? It
might amuse them to look at it."

Nellie produced a small picture, and,
adjusting their spectacles and s,

they all come forward to see it. A group
of six young people was represented, all
in the very heyday of youth. The spec-

tators were silent, looking first at the
picture, and then at each other.

"Can it be," said Frank, "that these
were ever our pictures? I hope, Mrs.
Tyrrell, the originals had the forethought
to put the names on the back, that we

may be able to identify them."
"No," said she, "we must guess as best

we can. first, who is that? pointing
to on, of the figures.

"That must be Mrs. Hyde, for she is
taller than the others," suggested Grand
ma Fellows.

"By the same token, that must be Mrs.
Tyrell, for she is shorter," said Jessie;
"though, but for that, I don't see how
we Could have told them apart."

How oddly they did dress in those
days !" said Mary.

"Who can that be?" asked Frank,
pointing to the finest looking of the three
young men. If that in one of us, there
was more choice in our looks than there
is now eh, Townslev"

"No doubt," said George, "fifty years
ago somebody's eye scanned those fea
tures with a very keen sense of proprie-
torship. What a queer feeling it wjiild
have given those young things to have
anticipated that we should ever puzzle
over their identities in this w.iv I"

They finally agreed on the identity of
Jessie, Nellie, and Frank, and of George
also, on hia assuring them that he was
once of slender figure. This left two
figures which nobody could recognize,
though Jessie insisted that the gentle-

man was Henry, and Mary thought the
other young lady was a Miss Fellows, a
girl of the village, who, she explained.
had died young many, many year ago.

"Don't you remember her?" she asked
them, and her voice trembled with a
half-genui- sort of self-pity- , as if for a
moment, she imagined herself her own
chost. i

"I recall her well," --aid Frank; "tall,
grave, sweet. I remember she used to
realize to me the-- abstraction of moral
beauty when we were studying Paley to
gather." . ,,

Nellie wore her hair in a row 01

whiecurl on each side of her head and in j

every detail of ber dre and air affected

the coqnetti-- h old lady to perfection, for

wbich. of course, she looked none Hie

younger, iter cheeks were rougea io gu
with that style.

was the ideal of the sprightly
little old gentleman. Willi hi brink air,
natty s, cane and glove, and

other items of dres in the mot correct
taste, he wax quite the old beau. Hi
white hair wa crispy, brushed hack,

ami hia snowy mustache had rather a

rak ish effect.
Although the transformation in each

cane wa complete, yet quite enough of
' the feature, expression, or bearing, was

apparent through the disguise to make

the members of the party entirely re-

cognizable to each other, though less in-

timate acquaintances would perhaps
have been at first rather puzzled. At

Henry V suggestion they had been photo-

graphed in their costumes, in order to
com pure the ideal with the actual when
they should be really old.

'It isn't much trouble, and the old
folks will enjoy it some dr. We might
to consider them a little," Henry had
said, meaning by "the old folks" their
future selves.

It had been agreed that, in proper
deference to the probabilities, one, at
least, of the girls ought to illustrate the
fat old lady. But they found it impossi-

ble to agree which should sacrifice her-

self, for no one of the three could in her
histrionic enthusiasm, quite forget her
personal appearance. Nellie flatly re-

fused to be made up fat, and Jessie a

TP ally, while both the girls had too much
reverence for the sweet dignity of Mary
Fellowa's beauty to consent to her tak-

ing the part, and ao the idea was given
up.

It had been a happy thought of Ma-

ry's to get her two vounger Bisters, girls
of eleven and sixteen, to be present, te
enhance the venerable appearance of the
party by the contrast of their bloom and
freshness.

"Are these your little granddaugh
ters?" inquired Henry, benevolently in
specting them over the tops of his spec.
taclea as he patted the elder of the two
on the head, a liberty she would by no
means have allowed him in his proper
character, but which she now seemed
puzzled whether to sent or not.

"Yes," replied I., ty, with an indul-

gent smile. They wanted to see what
an old folks' pirty was like, though I
told them they wouldn't enjoy i t much.
I remember I thought old people rather
dull when I was their age."

Henry made a little conversation with
(he girls, asking them the list of fatuous
questions by which adults seem fated to
illustrate the gulf between them and
childhood in the effort to bridge it.

"Annie, dear, just put that ottoman at
Mrs. Hyde's feet," said Mary to one of
the little girls. "I'm so glad you felt
able to come out thia evening, Mrs.
Hyde 1 I understood you had not en-

joyed good health this summer."
"I have scarcely been out of my room

since spring, until recently," replied
Jessie. "Thank yon, my dear," (to the
little girl), "but Dr. Sanford has done
wonders for me. How is our health
now, Mrs. Fellows?"

"I have not been so well an entire
summer in ten years. My daughter,
Mrs. Tarboz, wan naviog the other day
that she wished she had my strength.
You know she is quite delicate," said
Mary.

"Speaking of Dr. Sanford," said Hen-

ry, looking at Jessie, ''he is really a re-

markable man. My son has such con-

fidence in him, that he seemed quite re
lieved when I had passed my grand
climacteric and could get on his list.
You know be takes no one under sixty-thre- e.

By the way. Governor," he added,
turning around with some ado, so as to
face George, "I heard he had been treat-
ing your rheumatism lately. Has he
seemed to reach the difficulty?"

"Remarkably," replied George, tend-

erly stroking his right knee in an absent
manner. "Why, don't you think I
walked half the way home from my of-

fice the other day when my carriage was
-- t.

"M;5i-onde- r you dared venture it," said
Jessie wfth a shocked air. "What if you
had met with some accident !"

"That's what my son said," answered
George. "He made me promise never to
try such a thing again ; bat I like to
show Ahem occasionally that I'm good
for something yet."

He said this with a "he, he," of senile
complacency, ending in an asthmatic
cough, which caused some commotion in
the company. Frtnk got up and slapped
him on the back, and Mary sent Annie
for a glass of water.

George being relieved, and quiet once
more restored, Henry said to Frank:

"By the way, Doctor, I want to con-

gratulate you on your son's last book.
You must have helped him to the mater-
ial for so truthful a picture of Amerimn
manners in the days when we were
young. I fear we have not improved
much since then. There was a simpli-
city, a naturalness in society fifty years
ago, that one looks in vain for now.
There was, it seems to me, much less re-

gard paid to money, and less of morbid
social ambition. Don't you think so,
Mrs. Tyrrell V

"It's just what I was saying only the
other day," replied Nellie. "I'm sure 1

don't know what we're coming to nowa-

days. Girls had some modesty when 1

was young," and she shook her head
with its rows of white curls with an air
of mingled reprobation and despair.

"Did you attend Prof. Merry weather's
lecture last evening, Mrs. Hyde?" aked
Frank, adjusing his s and fix

in Jessie with that intensity of look by
which old persons have to make np for
their failing eyesight, "The hall was so

near your house, I didn't know but you
would feel like venturing nut."

"My daughters insisted on my taking
advantage of the opportunity, it is so
seldom I go anywhere of an evening.
replied Jessie, "and I was very much
interested, though I lost a good deal ow

ing to the carrying on of a young couple
in front of me. When I was a girl, young
folks didn't do their courting in pub
lic.

Mary had not heard of the lecture,
and Frank explained that it was one of

course on Ameri
can society and politic fifty years ago.

"By the way," remarked George, "did

When are eyes not eyes? When the
wind mnke them water.

The higher classes the "lore" classes.
The lower classes the "hire" classes.

"Natural humbugs" bee. Artificial
humbugs girl. A "big bug" the ex it

roach.

An English revivalist slid down the
banister nf hi pulpit in order to show
how people went on buck si id ing.

It is the wife who has the making of
a man's home, says an exchhnge. True,
and now and then she makes his wig
wnrra too.

"What is the interior of Africa prin-
cipally used for?" asked a teacher of a
pupil. "For purpose of ex ploration."
was the reply.

Some one wants to know what kind of
observation re made with railroad
'telescopes?" Rather striking one, w

should say. New York Coioiuerriul
Advertiser.

It Is saiil that hen a clergyman in
Western Massachusetts recently inquir-
ed of a certain lady if she ws ready to
give np worldly pleasures, she answered
by asking him if he wa ready to give
tip chewing tobacco in the presence of
Indies.

At the marriage of an Alabama wid-

ower one of the servants was nsked if
his master would lake a bridal tour.
"Dunno, sah; when old missus's alive he
took a paddle to her; dunno if he take a
bridle to de new one or not."

The Elmira Advertiser s.iys a doctor
in that place removed a tape worm
"from a lad that was ninety six feet long
and had over a eleven hundred joints."
Well, a bov as long as that ought t ) hay
eleven hundred joints. I'tica Herald.

A doctor was discovered holding a
young lady in his lap the other evening,
but he staled thst he wnsexninining ber
for sn affection of the henrt, snd she re-

marked that there was nothing wrong
in laying her head on her piller.
Norwich Bulletin.

A great many foreign counts hsv vis
ited Chicago, and the Chicago Journal
ha met them, and its opinion is given
in two lines and a half, viz: "Mnnv a
man who would fail as car conductor
could take hold and make a first class
foreign count."

A chsp on his way lo Washington to
get a patent for a scsndslonieler incau-

tiously took hi machine over to
lyn, and now he is looking for the pieces.
He says it wssn't calculated to register
beyond the Ten Comnisndments. New
York Commercial Advertiser.

The average Milwaukee reporter hav-

ing found the skull of sn Aztec with a
glass eye, now finds in Lake Michigan a
sea serpent with fin striped like the
Americsn flag. Two drinks more would
have put spectacles ou that skull aud
made the reporter see star ss well a
stripes. New York Herald.

He entered a car door. When the
brakrman came inside and took a key

out of hi pocket, unlocked the store,
put in some wood, and locked the door
again, he rsked him what he locked the
stove door for. The brakemsn shut his
left eye, and said he locked the door so

the fire couldn't go out.
An enterprising Chinaman of Gold

Hill, Nevada, recently mounted the fol-

lowing sign, handsomely painted, on his
newly established wash house: "Ah
Charlie; washing done dm cheap."
Virtuous public opinion soon obliged
him to lake down the sign and put lip
on with less scripture in it. Detroit

Free Pre.
Francis I. being desirous to raise on

of lb most learned men of the time lo
the highest dignities of the church,
asked hi in if he wa of noble descent.
"Your Mjty," answered th bbolt

"there were three brothei ia .Noah's
srk, but I cannot tell positively from
which of them I aiu descended." He
obtained the post.

A Benton county man hid $IM in the
spare mom stove. The next day bis
wife's mother came down during hi

for a three weeks' visit, and that
spare room was warmed up for the first
lime in three hundred year. And
ay yon ran pick up shreds of that man'

hair and clothe where he clubbed him-

self around the country when he beard
of it, anywhere within ten mile of the
house. Burlington Hawkey.

A young minister, snmewhst distin-

guished for elf conceit, having failed
disastrously before a crowded audience,
wa thus addressed by an sged brother:
If you had gone Into thai pulpit, feel-

ing a you now doon coming out of thst
pulpit, you would Lav fell on coming
oul of that pulpil aa you did when yon
went up into that pulpit.

nected with the making of that agree-

ment, and all the transactions in detail
thereunder fully and particularly, as if
yon were specially interrogated in re-

gard to the several transactions, and so
fully as to save the necessity of repeated
interrogatories.

An. In reply to your question,! would
state that in the summer of 1870, my-

self and wife spent some week at Long
Branch, and on our return to New York,
Mr. Belknap and Mrs. Bower, by our
invitation, came for a visit to our house.
Mrs. Belknap wa ill during thi visit
some three or four week, and I suppose
in consequence of our kindness to her,
she felt under some obligations, for she
asked me one day, in the course of a
conversation, why I did not apply for a
post tradership on the frontier. I asked
what they were, and was told thst many
of theui were very lucrative offices or
positions, the gift of the Secretary of
War, and that if 1 wanted one she would
ask the Secretary for one. LTpon my
replying thst I thought such offices be-

longed to disabled soldiers, and besides
I wa without politics! influence, she
answered that politician got place, Ac.
I do not remember saying that if I had
a valuable post of that kind that I would
remember her, but I do remember her
saving something like this. "If I can
prevail upon the Secretary of War to
award you a post, you must be careful
to say nothing to him about present, for
a uinn once offered him $10,000 for a
tradership of thi kind, and he told him
that if he did not leave the office he
would kick hi in down stair." Remem-
bering as I do this siory, I presume the
antecedent statement to be correct. Mrs.
Belknap and Mrs. Bower returned to
Washirgtnn, and a few weekn therealter
Mr Belknap sent me word to come ov-

en: I did so. She then told me that the
post tradership at Fort Still wa vacant,
that it was a valuable post, as she un-

derstood, and that she had either asked
for it for me, or bad prevailed upon the
Secretary ot War lo agree to give it to
me. At all event, I called upon the
Secretary of War, and, a near a I can
remember, made application for this
position on a regular printed form. The
Secretary said he would appoint me if I
could bring the proper letter and re-

commendations, and this I said I could
do. Either Mrs. Belknap or the Secre-
tary told me that the present trader at
the post, John S. Evans, wa an appli-
cant for reappointment, and that I had
better see him, he being in the city, as it
would not be fair lo turn him out of of-

fice without some notice, aa he would
lose largely on his buildings, merchand-
ise, Ac., if lb office waa taken from him,
and that it would be proper and just for
me to make some arrangement wilh him,
for their purchane, if I wished to run
the post myself. I saw Evans, and found
him alarmed at the prospect of losing
the place. I remember that he said that
a firm of Western ost trader, who
claimed a good deal of influence with
the Secretary of War promised to have
him appointed, but he found, on coming
to Washington, this firm lo be entirely
without Influance. Evan first proposed
a partnership, which I declined, and
then a bonus of a certain portion of pro-

fit, if I would allow him to hold the
position and continue the busine. We
tinslly agreed on $15,000 per year.
Evan and myself went on lo New York
together, where the contract was made
and executed, which ia herewith submit-
ted. Paper marked "A." During our
trip over, however, Mr. Evan saw some-
thing in the Army and Navy Journal
which led him to think that some of the


